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A Seaſonable VY ord, &c: 

_ Donot write out ofanitch of Seribling, or to ſupport a Fudien 

*my Duty bids me write, — Nor The. Hard words, or Many 

--Plain, and Few, ſuit all Cxpacities and Leeſares, I would be Read 
by all, and Underfirod by alt for my Buſineſle extends to all. — 

' Not to ſpend time in Complemerr, or Apology, The Reader's Wiſe- 


d11v,or the Authors Weakneſſe,is not the Queſtion, The Nation is in Di/- 
trefs, and every honeſt Engli-man —— hs band to fave it. wy 


That muſt be done £wickly too, and Figeres/ly ; Delay is Mortal. Canan 
thing be more R:4/cu/oes, then to ſtand Formalizing, ina Caſe, _ 
*ris impoſſible to be too early, or too Jeelans, The event of things takes 
up our thoughts, morethen the Reeſon of them; what News, more than 
Sgt oj As if ir concerned us rather co OR ans 
Slaves we ſhall be next, thanto be ſuch no longer. That which completes 
the wonder, and the Overfight, is, Thatthe Milcrics we ſuffer, were before 
hand, as cafily,to be Fore- ſeen and Prevented,as they are now to be Felt: 
and weareonly to look Bahwars, to take a perfet meaſure of the Fu- 
tare, ſo obvious, and formalisthe Method, that leads to our DeftruQi- 
on. If we are notin Love with Beggery, and Bondage; let us at laſt bethink 
our ſelves of Freedqm, and from a due iry into the Riſe, theGrowtb, 
and preſent State of our Calamitics, learn to be wiſe, and Happy, forthe 
time to come. | | 

Ir may beobſeryed, that fince Church-men dabled in Polztiques, and 
Stateſmen in Divinity, Law and Keligion have been ſtill ſubjected to the 
Sword: and in cffect , thoſe ſame Excurſiovs, and Adalterate mixtures, arc 
but the workings of a Party already in motion toward that end. He that 
defigns a Change of Government, muſt begin by impoſing a Deluſion up- 
on the People : and whatſoever is Neceſſary to hu Purpoſe, muſt be Ac- 
commodate to their Humonr.-— The Palpix, by falſe Gloſſes, and Pazzling 
dittinfions, under the deitrine of Conartionate Obedience, ſuggeſting Li- 
berty, couſens the ultitudr into a Rebellion,  Oaths and Covenants, are 
but'like F#gx3/ers knots, Faſt, or Looſe, as the Prieſt pleaſes — The weak- 
er ſort being thus prepared, and poyſan'd, by a Sed:rr0ne Clergy, 'tisthen 
the Sretesmar's part to puſh thoſe Mutinous Inclinations into Action: and 
to divide the Caufe betwixt Conſcience, and Property, the better toinvolve 
all Intere#s inthe Buarrel. — Underthe Maſque of Piety, and Publique- 
neſſe of Spirit; of Holy men, and as the Crafty cheat the Simple; cn- 
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publique ruize, vere nor yet {atisfied., without their Sovberaigno Blay; 
—= The death of Monarchy it ſelf, — and the fubjefing of «Tame, and 


by Force. For, #pon the 61h. of Decemb; 1648. Sir Herdreſſe Waller, Pride, © 


and Hewſon , — SeiZed, and impriſoned 41, of the Commons Houſe ; 
upon 


— Clapp d Ghrards wyon all paſſes leading toit;, — Some 160. more, were 
given mopon a Liffeo thole that kept the Door, with an expreſſe diretti- 


#n from ſeveral Teading Members to oppoſe their entrance , — 2 matter of 
40. more withdrew, for fear of violence. Their Crime was only thecar- 
ryingof a Fore for Peaxce' already mentioned )the day. before, This AQi- 
on zwas ſo 'Enormous, that the very Coptrivers of it, were aſhamed to 
own i : transferring that upon the 4r15- Officers, which was done by 
their own appointment. They paſſed however a Formal diſallowance of v4 
violence, andorderedtheir diſcharge, which yetrhe Officers refuſedtupon 
aCombination now moſt evident) — Obſerve this, - Oo” 
That, which in-48. theytold us was an Att of the Army. Officers, in 5 9. 
they call a Fudgement of Parliament; and they juſtifie and continse that vi y 
fectufion, by a Vote of Fan. 5.59. — Which they themſelves Condenmed ad 
Diſcharged 
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Diſcharged by ſeveral Orders in Dec. 48. The Pargiculars of theſe Tranſac- 
| #i0ns, areexcellently delivered by Mr. pronne, (the Honour of the age) in his 

2rue and perſei# Narrative, as alfd, in the Declaration of the true ft ate of the 
Secladed Members, andin the Hiſtory of 1ndependency, (ewo other choice 
: ho we now, to the great Te# of the 5pirits, and Deſigns ofthe ſc- 
veral Partyer, and Members of the Houſe, and from that Judgement, and 
Diſerimiwati ha, 6; and Humours, we may learn ſcaſonably to pro- 
vide againft After-claps. This 3/aw brake the Houſe of Commons into Three 
Pieces: One Party, — adheredto the Vote, — oppoſed the Violence-- Declared 
ainſtir, --- Claimed from 11me totime, their own and the Peaples Rights, — 
Pleadedthe Covenant, and their Declarations, and ſtood it out. The Second 
ſort, was not ſo well prepar'd for Martyr dos, x kindof Barnacle, neither 
Fiſh, nor Fleſh, This was a Party, that Flew off at firſt, but ſoon retratied; 
---- 'Hearded 4gain,aud went along for Company, my Charity perſwades 
me well, of diverſe of them}, and that they mixed, rather in hopes to 
moderate the Reſt , then in Deſign to ſtrengthen them : A Paity rather 
weak, and Paſſive, than Melicrow. But nothing can excuſe thoſe ſons of 
Belial, the perjur d Remnant ; no, nor expreſ{ them --- Beſide their 0athes 
and Covenant, they have above an hundred times, in Printed Declarations, 
renounced the very Thought of what they fince have executed. Read the 
Eat? ColleFious, We are ( fay they ) fo far from altering the Fandamental 
Conffitution, and Government of this Kingdom ; by King, Lozds, and Com 
mans, That we have only deſired, that with the conſent of the King, ſuch 
Powers may bt ſailed in the Two Houſes, without which, we can have no A[- 
ſorance, &c. Theſe arethe very words of their Declaration, April 17. 


1646. publiſhed the Houſe of Commons, alone, icwardt fend of the war, 
and ge nan eo entitled , ---- A Declaration of ak Jntenti, 


ons, concerning the Antient Government of the Nation, and ſccuring the 


People againſt all Arbitrarp Government. —— ( Let this Qocati- 
on ferve for All, leſt T exceed my Limits. Not to infiſt upon things 
known, and publique. -<- How faithfully theſe People have managed their Ori- 
ginal Truſt, -- how ſlrittly they have kept their Oaths and Promiſes,. -- bow 
tenderly they have obſerved the Laws, and aſſerted our Freedoms ; --- how 
Poor they have made themſchues, to make us Rich ,, -+« how Gracioufly they 
have aſſumedihe Legiſlat've power, and then, how —_—_ they have exerci- 
ſcdit : = In fine 3 — How Free, & happily we lived under their Goverw- 
ment; till Oliver play'd Rex among them, andithrew them out by aTrick of 

their own Teaching. This was in April 1653. Itwere worth the while, to en« 

quire imtothe good they did us, during that 6 years Seſiion, but that I leave 

to Needham. Nor ſhall I far examine the, ProtetFors Reign ; — by Bow 
; : . aa; 
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avi; —_ by what aftitonce, ——. or by by what Laws be Ruled ? 
how many of our late Republicans ns uy. theralelves,. and fare Me 
eiance, to 3 ſingle Perſon. How many hike Parliemems, he diſperſe 
ed, \( for the Army T on a ah Tick, and will hardly leaveit) 
—- Iris enough; at laſt, he Dye#. Dyed, — in Deſpight of Prieſts and 
Poets, Goodwin, and Waller : gt former relling him from. Heaven, that be 
ſhould ſcape that Fit, the Other telling us, — (ſo needleſicly.)— 

His Highneſſe, having other ſhes ngs * think on, left his vg denbtfal, 
gill ( as they ſay? His Secretary, (Then, ene of Durs, new ) with Goodwin, 
co Prophetique Conſeſſour } Swore bis. pp Richard into the Protediorſpip. 
But he ( Good Gemlemas ) did not much burr, bat peaceably reſigned to 
Fleetwood, and Disborough, (not a word of Sir Henry Vane, a6 he deſires 
to be e private) and They, quite ata Loſe, for wantotf Brains and Comrage, 
cel'd in the Fag-end of the old Houſe , to their aſsiFtance : So that thoſe 
Members, which Dived, in' April 53. came up again, «pon the 71h. of 
ay, 59. andated as impetuouſly as ever: Tillchey were, once again 
unſeated, by the Army ; or 13. of Odob. lait, and then, the Committee of 
Walling ford- houſe was inveſted with the Supreme Amharity: (*Tis bur a 
Jippery Title, that ofthe Sword ) This Change, gave General Mdovk Oc. 

on to ſhew his Charity to his Native Country; by whole Genereſfiy, 
and CondudF, the Honeſt and Suffering Party was relieved, and the Phana- 
tique Army, diſperſed, without Blood, Hereup 
about once again; — Lamented their Back ſlidings ; and an the 26th. of 

Decemb. following , the Good-O1d-Canſe men, re-enthron'd themſelves: 
more eager now, than formerly, againſt the Re:admiſcion of the ſecluded 
Members. This og, and 4rbirrary penn, put the. a 
Nation upon a neceſfiry of procuring 4 Free end Full Repreſgntative : 
which end, they propoſed Modeſtly. and Fairly, rhe Re rag fe Die. 
cluded Members, filing up the Honſe; or ds rhe rugs a New, and 
Legal choice. For rel Letters to this purpoſe, Sir Rebers Pye, and Ma= 
jor Fincher were impriſoned. This was an Inſolence toogrofle, ro doe 
wuch Miſchief, bur ro themſelves. Are rheſe the men, (the People cry - 
ed) that pur the King to death, only upon hr ar 1 of 4 Deſign, to exec anv 
uphold in himſelf, an unlimited, and Tyzannical power, to Kale 
his will, and to overthzow the Rights, andLibertiss of the People; Yea, 
to take away, and make void the Foundations thersof, aud of all redzefſe, and 
[Remedy of Pil-Government, which by the Fundamental conflitutions of 
this Kingdow, were reſe:ved 0n the Peoples behalf, in the Kight anv pow - 
_erof FREQUEN r AND SUCCESSIVE PARLIAMENTS ? 
{ theſe are the words of the char 'ge) —. That which was Treaſon in-our 
Lapfol Prince, how coms it to bc Law, now with theſe Fellows : They 
: took 


, the Souldjery tack'd | 
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took away the Xizgs life, for but 7»rending, the verything they Ai z 2nd- 

weareto be Hang'd, for 4:bing only we FAS 14s they Fought for. 

pf they are a Pack of Cheats; they Mwrthered Him, that they might 
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ives, The Plot was grown ſo Rank, the Commune: People ſmelt 


- 


moreado, aſſociaced, ro free themſebves, from an Infamous, 


ves, 

"cy, well weighing, what was Reaſoned, pro & con: mace 
"_ ary of the Secluded Members, This Juſtice, brake the 
neck ofa Deſign, juſt thenon Foor. This is the ſhort on'c, --- the People 
were io be beld at Gaze, inexpecation of a further ſatisfaRion; till thoſe 
Troops whish the __ had orderediothat purpoſe , ſhould have ſciſed 
all the confiderable Perſons of the Kingdom. Nay, they were impudent c- 
= \ cy to tempt the Gezera! himlelf intoa Complication with them 3 
Buthe was too diſcreet, not to diſtinguiſh where ro #bſerve, and where 
to leavethem. In fine, Thet providence, which ſtills the raging of the Sea, 
and the maducſſe of the People , hath puta check to their Impetuoms, and 


Bratiſh Fury. | 
ext to our Gratitude to Heaven, let's have a Care, not to be want- 


_ ing in- point of praderce to our Selver. Nothing andees us but Security. 


We ſec, who arc our Friends, and who our Enemies 3 whom we may 
eruſt, and whom we -»ſt xot. We have paid deer forour Experience, 
and, lure , we have a Title tothe Zenefir of it. We muſt look Back, and 
learn, from Thence, the manage ofthe Future, 

_ It is a tedious while, this Nation ha's been toſs'd betwixt two Facth- 


| r7my, the Other in the Connſel ;, Both, well enough Ae 

d to deſtroy Us, but Jealous ſtill, oe of the 0rher,, as Don (ayes of 
1dtioc, ODTRng His Competitor in Hell . He was comtent 4: ſhould: 
danmn'd., but loath he ſhould govern. That's all the Qgarrel the FiJor 
of Religien, is thrownafide long fince. T he Conventicle chrats the Sould- 
jour 75% 445; 4nd he fall;upon the Rump , the zexs. In ſhort, they do- 
but watch ove the other , ar the publique Charge ; they may ſuark — 
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they pleaſe , but they bittrons burttr, IG worft fe teive their 
Pp mr BN for robbing Honeſt men. This bath been iedr % actice nicay 
theſe dvzen yrars. Are we not ye convine'd,, Ny offivie it 

rs 4 | 


ſhould beocherwiſe, while the ſame people hs 
and Boand u Acerige *eracy art ir 0) 

Reſiſtance, 7A but, certainly , a Read: 
Caſe ofan Attempt, were hot amiſle, 


_ the Gereral, and how unworthily cher If ments h 


were that ruled; is 42.4 and we are ee 0 0 hate) Fu ot 
had Power, We know; who brought in, whe; but the Market's rai 
Heads will not now @ Fifty ſhillings a Hanaved, as formerly. Ir 
Jet the General, the ſecluded Aembirs, andthe Honeſt Souldjers 
Baſpilys and beloved; - andctthe Reft take their Forteve. could 
his Excellency had been a little civiller to Mr. Milton, for” 
he had finiſhed his Afodel of « Comminwealth , direQing in the 
*erms, the Chzyce men not addicted ton Single Perſon, oz me! 
wozkts done. 7» come the ſtcluded Members \, and "ſplyth 
jeft.' To this admirable diſcovery, he ſubjoyns a ſuitable Pro o/ition, 
your of the late ſutine Members, and this isity h emiſedthi 
lities and Door def wary in Mes of State 
Rumpers to us as {0 Duarfied; adviſes mito ©) 
rofagg Parkaments ; and ſuffer the eter rh erty aric goes 
tute themſelves under the name of a Grand, or General Coun 
to rule-w5, and our Heirs forever, —- It were 
tlemen ſhonld lofetheir Longings: One word, and T hay "done. 
live in daily ExpeRatien of Writs for another Scllion, ife; fleayens 
as free, as they found vs, *tis well : if not, tis but toturaths' Fabler, tid 
m7 the menage of a Lofing Game: - : 
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